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A young boy sat on the front porch of a farmhouse with his grandfather.  They heard a car 

coming down the dirt road that passed close to the house.  The car stopped in front of the house 

and the driver, a young man, got out and walked up to the grandfather.  He asked, "Excuse me, 

sir, what are folks like around here?"  "Why do you ask?" replied the grandfather.  The young 

man responded, "I just left a town where the people were snobs.  I have never been around 

people who were less friendly in my whole life."  He continued, "I lived in that town for a full 

year, and never once did I feel a part of that community."  The grandfather responded, "I guess 

that is about the way you will find folks around here as well."  The young man thanked the 

grandfather, said his goodbyes, and drove away.  The grandson looked a bit puzzled, but said 

nothing. 

 

A few hours later, another car stopped in front of the farmhouse.  The driver, a young woman, 

strolled up the front walk and asked, "Sir, what are folks like around here?"  Again the 

grandfather responded, "Why do you ask?"  The woman said, "You see, I am moving here from 

one of the nicest towns you could ever know.  The people made me so much at home there.  My 

neighbors were so friendly."  The grandfather replied, "Well, you will find people around here 

pretty much the same."  The woman got into her car and drove off.  The boy then turned to his 

grandfather with a puzzled expression.  He asked, "Grandpa, why did you give those two 

strangers opposite answers to the same question?"  The grandfather answered, "Because it's a 

person's attitude toward the community that determines how people respond to them.  People all 

across the country are pretty much the same." 

 

Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost.  It is the birthday of the church, and because we all are 

the church, it is the birthday of our wider community of faith from long ago, even though our 

own faith community is only seventeen years old.  I shared that story with you because it makes 

a good point: that the attitude with which we approach any situation or community will color 

how we experience that situation or community.  A good story usually only highlights a slice of 

truth, and so the story does not emphasize how the general attitude of the community, as either 

friendly or not, can also be perceived by a visitor.  I cannot tell you how many times visitors 
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here, and new parishioners, have remarked that they sense a welcoming attitude in all of you.  

That is a compliment, and something to be cherished and celebrated. 

But the point of the story is also a valid one-- that the attitude with which we approach 

something makes a big difference.  Community is what we make of it-- it is what we build.  In 

visiting parish families over the years, it is amazing to see the difference in a family home where 

there is true sense of community, as opposed to another home where a number of individuals just 

happen to be living in the same house. Community is intentional, and is modeled for us so 

beautifully in our image of God as a trinity of three persons in community-- Father, Son and 

Spirit-- which we will celebrate next weekend as one of the foundations of our faith. 

 

All of our efforts to build a faith community here over the last seventeen years are rooted in this 

feast of Pentecost, and guided by its inspiration.  The scripture readings speak of the community 

to which the Holy Spirit came.  In the Acts of the Apostles, we hear how the Spirit dispelled fear 

and doubt and instilled in people special gifts, especially the ability to speak and to understand 

others.  But these gifts are given for the common good.  Saint Paul in the second reading uses a 

metaphor of one body that has many members, adding that we are one through baptism.  We hear 

further in the gospel how Jesus sent the Spirit in order to hold us together as a community of 

faith.  But how the gifts are used, and to what extent they build our community, is in our hands. 

 

The feast of Pentecost offers us the opportunity to pause and consider our contribution to the 

community of faith.  We can ask ourselves questions like: Do we expect the community to do all 

things for us, or are we willing to do our share?  Are we givers or takers with respect to the many 

responsibilities that our community of faith must meet?  Our mission statement proclaims it so 

succinctly, when it says "Giving selflessly in realization of the Kingdom of God."  Building the 

Kingdom of God in the world today has never been more important, nor more challenging.  It is 

an awesome task, and one from which we shouldn't shrink or hide. 

 

It is traditional at birthday parties to offer gifts in celebration of such a special day.  And so, as 

we celebrate this annual festival of the birthday of the Church, we are invited to offer God the 

gift of our lives in a very real way.  As has been our tradition on Pentecost for many years, we 

are all invited to physically bring our offering forward to the altar today, following the normal 

communion procession pattern.  At the offertory time, please follow the directions of the ushers 

and bring forward your Pentecost Spirit Renewal Form (if you brought it from home) or the 
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mini-version you may have received when you entered Mass today, along with your envelope or 

any other financial offering, and drop them in the baskets on the altar platform steps. 

In coming forward at the offertory time, we present ourselves, our lives as a gift to God, and 

attempt to offer God the gifts of our time, talent, and treasure on the forms we present, along 

with our financial offering.  By physically getting up and coming forward, we know we are not 

alone, for we do this together, supporting one another in a community of faith.  And like the 

apostles, we are motivated to act-- in a way that some consider impossible-- by the Spirit of God, 

active and living within us.  Hopefully, for many here today, our greatest offering will be 

welcoming God to take control of our lives, for that reveals the fullest manifestation of the Holy 

Spirit possible. 

 

Think if there was no Church in the world, and hence no Saint Katharine Drexel parish to 

nourish your sense of faith .  There would be no worship and singing on this spot today, no 

scriptures proclaimed to inspire us, no Eucharist celebrated to strengthen us, no friendships 

renewed to make us smile.  There would be no sessions to form our faith and the faith of our 

young people.  There would be no food collected for the food bank, no money collected for Saint 

Vincent de Paul, no teenagers going to Washington DC to work with the poor this summer.  We 

would not have a far-away partnership with a community in Haiti; there would be no Vacation 

Bible School this summer to inspire our kids, and we wouldn't be collecting blood for those who 

need it next Saturday.  Think if there was no Church in the world, and hence no Saint Katharine 

Drexel parish to nourish your sense of faith in God and hope in the world, and then come 

forward with joy and with gratitude at the offertory time to present your offering to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


